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In Allendale .,~. \: 

Does Anyone Care? 

Crescent A venue 
.................................. . . . 
Marsha Stoltz 

ALLENDALE ThrL·e "ex tensively 
a ltered" homes are listed 111 the Crescent 
Avenue section of the Co unt\ Historic 
Sites Survey. including what i; now LC's 
Woodhouse Re stau rn nt a t 168 W . 
Crescent Ave . No Ea st Crescent Avenue 
buildings are mentioned . 

The re staurant wa s built a bou t 186 1 by 
Dennis Higgins or Hagen. It was sold to 
Charles Henry O'Neill in 1868 . Mr. 
O 'Neill owned a lumber and building 
materials business in Jersey City and wa s 
mayor there about 1850. The famil y 
named the house "Solid Comfort" -
alternating with "Maple Grove" - and 
used it as a summer reside nce . It passed 
th ro ugh several unnamed owners before 
conversion to restaurant use in the 1920s. 
including one. reincarn a tion as the 

Rama po (;ate Inn . 
·r hc ~ un·n cite~ the vernacular 

Italiana te ~ tr uc tun: fo r it s sculpted 
bracket f r ie1e in s pite of bein g 
"ex tensively a ltered in the 20th ce ntury ." 

The c irca-1800 W illiam Shannon 
House still s tands at 723 W . Crescent 
Ave . near the Park Avenue intersection. 
In spite of extensive alterations. the 
county included the house for its past 
farmhouse connection s. " It appears to 
have been a modest three-bay-wide 
farmhouse with an attached east kitchen 
wing." the survey speculates . Besides Mr. 
Shannon. Isaac Ho pper is listed as the 
owner in 1876. and R .C. Storms as owner 
in 1913 . 

The final house in thi s sec tion is listed 
at 794 W . Crescent Ave . between 

1-' 

A restaurant si nce t he 1920s , this fo rme r farmhouse at 168 West Crescent Ave. once 
served as t he s ummer re s ide nce fo r the mayor of Jers ey C ity. 

Beresford Road and the Wald wic k 
border. The survey lists the house as 
"significant in Allendale's agricultural 
se ttlement" since it still "retains an 
attractive early 19th century Greek 
Revival east entrance and some 
handsome interior 19th century 
features." Alterations in the early 1900s 
"reflect the Colonial Revival and Arts 

.. . 

and Cra fts styles" popular at that time . 
Built around 1800. A . L. Storms is 

listed as owner in 1861. J . Storms in 1876. 
1902 and 1913. Present owners suggest 
ownership was held by the Critchley 
f:"amily 1907-1955 but the survey does not 
resolve these conflicting dates in the 
study. 

(Nex t: Hillside an~ Brookside Avenues) 

- -----. --- ---
County Survey Glr1 Scout Llat• 

Dote Dote 
Bullt Addreu Bullt Addreu 

1875 2 E Crescen t Ave 
1895 46 E Crescen t Ave 
1865 175 E Crescent Ave 
1895 209 E Crescent Ave 

~ · '" • ••· "'1:11 , l896 75 W Crescent Ave 
·1866 116 W Crescen t Ave 

1861 168 W Crescent Ave 1861 168 W Crescent Ave 
1880 408 W Crescent Ave 

· ·1880 668 w Crescent Ave 
1890 !San Jac •ntoj 

1800 723 W Cre$tent Ave 1800 723 W Crescent Ave 
1800 , 794 W .Crescent Ave. 1881 794 W Crescent Ave 

1898 852 W Crescent Ave 

·on hie at the Lee Memorial L ibrary . Allenaa1e 

out.------ • -....--......----
Homes at 723 West Crescent Ave ., left , and 794 West Cresce nt Ave .. right , reflect the farm house influence on local architecture. -----------------

REGISTER NOW • Original Owner - 27th Year 

LOLLIPOP SUMMER CAMP 
• TRANSPORTATION 
• SWIMMING LESSONS 
• 2 HEATED POOLS 
• CENTRAL AIR 
•HOT MEALS 
• STATE CERTIFIED 
• 7:30am-6pm AVAILABLE 

Nursery • Kindergarten • Camp Exclusively For 3-8 Year Olds 
PARK RIDGE, NJ• FOR DETAILS CALL (201) 391-5383 

e CK cJANIELS • 

Lease a legend. From $298. * 
"Pnce stiown is for Aua1 500J o n 60 montf1 ciosea ena Jeose 101 10 101 muHto l -v Of/CB by 60 

Co ll tor low rotes on omer Auoi ona Porscne moae is 

AT 29-09 BROADWAY (ROUTE 4) • FAIR LAWN • 796-8500 
Sales • Leasing • Parts • Service • Used Cars 

We get better with age. 

At the crossroads of Bergen County. one mile west of Route 17 
• 'I t I I ' ' ' I I ' ' • • , 
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___ MIGRAJNES __ ~ STRESS • INJURIES 
-Headache & Neuromuscular Ctr. M. Scrimenti . M.D. 
228 Rt . 17N Upper Saddle River. N.J . 934-1800 
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