THE ALLENDALE HOTEL bezfore alterations were started.

Allendale Hotel Renovation Work

By PATRICIA HALL

ALLENDALE — The Allendale
Hotel, a landmark dating back to
the end of the last century, is
getting a face lifting. Repairs and
renovations are being made by
owner William J. (Joe) Dixon.

The building was the stopping
place of berry pickers, salesmen
and commission agents when Allen-
dale - was a renowned strawberry
center and berries were shipped
by wagon and later by rail into
the cities.

Later on in the days of Benjamin
Harrison, the post office was locat-
ed in the building, and Lewis Ross-
ner, whose son lives at 61 Myrtle

Avenue, was postmaster at the
time.
Dixon, who owns the Towne

Cleaners, said that the first owner
of the hotel that he knew of by
name was named Braun and was
the first fire chief of Allendale,
organizing the department with the

aid of intérested rcsidents. The
hotel used to have a tavern and
restaurant back in the days when
Allendale was a sunmimer place to
visit. At that time there was a
grade crossing on Park Avenue
and there was no wall cutting off
the street as there is now. There
were a few houscs arvound the halel
and a few stores. An old building
on the property housed the town’s
first fire house. The high tower of
the hotel at onc time was used for
observation of the surrounding
sights, and had balconies at the
windows.

Naturally the building had be-
come in great need of repair.
Dixon bought the hotel about four
years ago. Numerous repairs have
becn made, and Dixon is in the
process of having the tower low-
ered and a peaked roof constructed
over the structure.

Dixon would like to remove the

porch of the building and raise it

calls Popularity Of Eygone Era

over the second story on tall col- |
umns. He feels that it would
enhance the architectural beauty
of the building.

“I have a lot of ideas for im-
provement,” Dixon explained, ‘“But
it depends on how far the town
will permit me to go.” Dixon was |
referring to the zoning code which |
conld or could not limit him on
future improvements.

At the present time the hotel
has several apartments and some
rooms. The building is one of the
few reminders of days gone by.
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